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A 5616 T0 ſtop the progreſs of error, 
is to advance the intereſt of truth. The in- 
tention therefore of the following tract, can- 
not with propriety be cenſured, but the man- 
ner in which it is written may require many 
apologies. Vet as apologies are unavailing, 
and as the hope of doing the ſmalleſt ſervice 
to religion is a ſufficient) juſtification, the au- 
_ thor, beſides what is now offered, requeſts en- 

thuſiaſts to read carefully a ſermon of Dr. 
Paley's, . at n at a . 
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ans in theſe days, which were only applica- 
ble to the condition of the firſt Chriſtians. 5 
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Hz firſt ſhews that none were baptiſed 
but converts, none were converted but from 


- conviction, and conviction produced, for 


ot — — 


the moſt part, reformation. In theſe times, 


many are baptiſed in tender age, and too 


many walk unworthily of the vocation where- 


With tliey are called. In the next place, he 
ſtiews that the terms applied in the primitive 


ages, ſuch us ſaints, elect, choſen generation, 


&. were to diſtinguiſh the Chriſtians from 
Heathens, implying, at the fame time, a 
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-f _ who! third 50-0 his! fhiews hat e 
knowledge, predeſtination, purpoſe or elec- 
tion, imply only an admiſſion into the Chriſ- 


tian covenant, without any reference to — 
future n of individuals ſo called. 


er * ſhews that the . 
on from Heatheniſm to Chriſtianity, is a 
change of which we have now no conception. 
There was (to uſe his own words) a new 

„name, a new language, a new ſociety, a 
| "1 > 
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new faith, a new hope, a new object of 


** worſhip, a new rule of life, a hiſtory was 
** diſcloſed full of diſcovery and ſurprize, a 


* proſpect of futurity was unfolded, beyond 
imagination awful and auguſt.” 


We 1 from hence--why Chriſtians 


were ſaid to be born again of God and the 
Spirit, to be alive from the dead, to be 
created again, to be ſons inſtead of ſlaves, 


citizens inſtead of foreigners, from having 
been not a people, to be the people of God. 


Sv is the ſubſtance of a conciſe and ex- 


cellent ſermon, abridged here for the uſe of 


thoſe who may not have the opportunity of 
procuring the ſermon itſelf. | 


s * 


«4 


E 
A; : 
J 
71 
Eo 
ba 
* 
5 
E's 
3 
/ 
3: 
1% 
1 
+5 
: U 
1 
1 
N 


, 


—— — — — — 


13 


1 . ]⁰ ůUQ ͤͤ ß! 8 


— 


A, 
, I 
4 3 
; 
9 4 
2 22 
F 
by. 4 
* 2d 
oO 
#4 
2 * hs 
» 
a 
aw 
" « 
+ 


: | 
oF - 
„ 
| 4 
We; 4 
FEST > 
* =} 
* f 
* 
hw 2 $ 
„ 
. A 3 
* 1 i 
* 
* 
% 
5 , „ 
. 
, 
* 
* 


1 


* 1 


* 3 BEET tr W. 
N 4 * ＋ x — 


— — 


— —— 2 5 Wm — — 


5 


A — 2 N 1 _ 


A EH CAT A RG BER 


——ͤ - 


— — 


7 


* 


— — K* — 2 
n — 


——— 


„ m er 
2 Fr, ” - 1 


= 


Lrnages 7% EST PTB IF EL <7 ab br 
33 w - X G _ - — — 


*, 


n 
N 2 ; 


* 


. 


wid ann en hos _ — 9 a * —— 
—— — — —äͤ — ͤ §œ—ä ——ͤ— ð5ð5d dba 
8 cs op Wagon I, : 


* 


— 


0 en ng br eee 3 | 
5 - OUR 


THOUGHTS | 


Method: ft and the "_—_ ee c. 


" 


INNUMERABLE are the ſer- 
mons and treatiſes which have been written in 
refutation of the opinions of the deluded Me- 
thodiſts, The ſhorteſt and moſt intelligible 
tract which J have ſeen, is that of Biſhop Gib- 
ſon, againſt enthuſiaſm, publiſhed by the Socie- 
ty for promoting Chriſtian Knowledge. There 
it will be ſeen with what abſurdity the two 

leaders, Weſley and Whitfield, apply to them- 
ſelves what was only applicable to Apoſ- 
tles and Prophets. They did not pretend to 

work miracles, but both of them claimed a 
ſudden, a wonderful effuſion of the holy ſpi- 
rit upon their minds, ſo as to aſcertain the 
moment of conviction and converſion. What 
happened to themſelves, is ſaid to have hap- 
pened to many more; they triumph in the 


tears, convulſions, and agitations of many of 
= B | their 
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their hearers. Satan is ſuppoſed to be loſing 
ground daily, and by a ſingular confuſion of 
compariſon, the regenerate, while acquiring 
the condition of new born babes, ſuffer all 


the pangs of parturition, not figuratively but 
Nterally. 


Tux e wing ene upon the con- 
duct and tenets of Weſley, Whitfield, and 
their proſelytes, admit not of regular arrange- 
ment. Of the two, Weſley is allowed to have 
been the moſt learned. As founders of ſects, 
they were jealous of each other, and have 
been compared to Cæſar and Pompey, Their 
ſuperſtition ſhewed itſelf early in their miniſ- 
try, by caſting lots, in one or two inſtances, 
to know what they ſhould do. It is remark- 
able that in one inſtance, Whitfield did 
not chu¹⁰e to att as the lot required. Similar 
ſuperſtition gave riſe to the ancient trials by 
ordeal and by combat. By the way, while 
we fer God always before us, let us be cautious. 
how we impute to his immediate agency. 
what may have happened in the common 
<ourſe of things. Nothing can either hurt 
us or do us ſervice, without a power on ginally 
given from above. But after that power is 
once given, we do not * that God is 

continually 


643 

continually interfering to weaken, to with- 
draw, or to counteract it. Even'the paſſage 
of Scripture which informs us that not a ſpar- 
row falleth to the ground without our heavenly 
Father's notice, is, by judicious Commenta- 
tors, underſtood as a ſtrong figurative expreſ- 
ſion denoting the general care of the Al- 
mighty over all his works. The manner, 
and the degree of this ſuperintendance, either 
in the material or intellectual world, we are 
not able to explain. 8 


ile I proceed, let me once fas all, 
' obſerve that I mean not to paſs that uncha- 
ritable cenſure upon Weſley or Whitfield, 
which they paſſed upon the Clergy and Laity, 
| who were not their proſelytes. I mean not 
to charge them with procuring contributions 
to enrich themſelves. They had an indiſ- 
putable claim to an honourable maintenance 
from their followers, and this they readily 
found. They had eſtabliſhments to make 
and to ſupport, which they thought proper 
and laudable, there were preachers to be 
maintained, and buildings to be raiſed, and 
moſt of the conſiderable market towns in 
England have laſting memorials of ex- 
; B 2 N 
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pences incurred by erecting large, and often 


a houſes. 


— 1 in their 3 and their 2 75 
there appears a mixture of ſpiritual pride and 
affected humility. They ſeem both perſuad- 
ed that they were choſen veſſels. Whitfield 
revived the opinion of the Puritans concerning 
particular predeſtination. He, in defence, 
alledges, It were odd to ſay that Chriſt 
* died for all the ſouls that are in Hell.” 
Surely it is not inconſiſtent to ſay that all the 
fouls in Hell might have been ſaved through 
the merits of Chriſt, if they had 1cpented. 


Born of them * oaks; —_ the e 


tures and certain other writings, . but Weſley's 


reading was, more enlarged, his knowledge 
of languages more extenſive, his reaſoning 
was more cloſe, though often intermixed 


with a pert and flimzy kind of ſophiſtry. 


Some of his directions concerning children 


are uſeful, others are nugatory or impracti- 


cable. 


He was, as . 1 Mr. N 
acknowledges, fond of rule, and impatient of 
= Sap ls contradiction. 


"C91 : 


eontradicton. This conduct admits of ſome: 


palliation when we conſider that his preach- 
ers, with a very few exceptions, were men of 
mean talents and little education. His com- 
pariſon of them with the Engliſh. Clergy de- 


ſerves not a ſerious anſwer. He compared 
them with perſons, whoſe attainments as an 
aggregate body he could not know. That of. 


twelve or fourteen thouſand clergymen, ſome 
may be deficient in talents, and ſome in mo- 
rals, and ſome in both, will readily be ad- 
mitted. And what profeſſion is without its 


droſs? If recrimination would exculpate, 1 


could quote well atteſted examples of diſho- 


neſt and ſhameful conduct among the Teach- 


ers of F anaficiſm, 


„DR. Rö. ion his authority 4 Dr. 
A has aſſerted, that our public 


* Biſhop Burnet too, in his day, ſeems to have repreſented the 
Clergy in a light ſufficiently unfavourable. When we conſider the 
credulity, the party-ſpirit, and the malignity of that prelate, we 
ſhall not place that implicit confidence in his aſſertions, which his 
ſtation ſeems to demand. He might be as unjuſt to others as he 
was to Prior, eſpecially to his adverſaries in politics, of whom the 
pious Mr, Norris was one, whom he treated with marked illibe- 
rality. 


Dr. Samuel Carr ſurely did not mean to involve all the Clergy, 
and-it was his duty to have ſaid that he had no ſuch intention when 
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66 ) | 
places of amuſement abound with idle and 
diſſolute Clergymen. It is admitted that a 
very ſmall number of ſuch characters is too 
great abundance. In Bath, after careful en- 


he wrote in the following manner. I neither wiſh to ſpeak evil of 
dignities, nor to become an accuſer of the brethren, but really 
when J contraſt the learning, ſanctity, decency, gravity, and 
piety of the ancient Ecclefiaſtics of this land, with the levity, igno- 
Trance, idleneſs, and irreligiouſneſs of thoſe reverend Harlequins 
in motley habits, who miſcall themſelves divines, wlien I weigh the 

ſolid, learned, and edifying diſcourſes of the former, with the 
frothy, puerile, and illiterate rant of theſe modern declaimers, 
who catch at the applauſe of the admiring multitude, I cannot but 
conclude that either the primitive teachers of God's word beſtowed 
much unneceſſary labour upon their miniſtry, or that we fall much 
ſhort of our duty, of what ought juſtly to be expected from us, 
and of what we ſolemnly promiſed at the time of our ordination.— 


SERMON SS. 


It muſt be conſidered that this is the language of one who ſaw 
the evils he complained of in the Metropolis, and in the aggregate. 


Part of the accuſation adheres to the Methodiſts themſelves, and 


part of it is owing to the vieious taſte of the people to whom ſome 


of our clergy preach, and upon whom teo many of 820 are un. 


fortunately 4; Fx 


Some indulgence, after all, is due to a lively imagination, and 
to the inexperience of youth. Moſt of us remember, in the courſe 
of a literary education, that we have been captivated by flights « of 
fancy in others, and that we have, i in the early part of our miniſtry, 


given way to them ourſelves, We have juvenile diſcourſes which 


we ſhall either entirely ſuppreſs, or materially alter; yet as they 
were PLL with purity of intention, ſo, it may be preſumed, 
that 


(7) 


quiry upon the ſpot (and Bath is as fair an in- 
ſtance as can be produced) 1 aſſert with con- 
fidence, that is not the caſe. The few Cle. 
rical Gameſters who are ſeen there, are ſpoken 
of with marked contempt, and juſt abhor- 
rence. It were well if all ſerious men would 
unite in ſtating their conduct to their aſpeo- 


tive ordinaries. 


Wes LEV and Whitfield ſpeak with con- 
tempt of human learning, yet they give us 
| ſcraps and trite ſentences from Latin authors, 
"ſuch as any boy at ſchool can eaſily repeat. 
Weſley groſſly miſapplied his time and ta- 
lents when he affected to be the phyſician of 
the body as well as of the ſoul, Of his cre- 
dulity it is no ſlight proof, that he recom- 
mends water drinking as a cure for the drop- 
ſy. Whitfield and ſome of his followers ac- 
tually propheſied that his new-born ſon would 


that with all their imperfections, they might be productive of real 
advantage to the hearers. In our eminent divines who have ſhone 
as authors, we have found ſome haſty beginnings, and perhaps 
in the very beſt, and in their full maturity, ſome luxurianeies may 
be diſcovered which diſcretion might ſafely prune. The ſublime 
in theology claims the ſame privilege with the ſublime in other 
| compoſitions, it will not t achuſt trifling inaccuracies, or correct in- 


_ won faults. 
B4 | enlighten 


(8) 
enlighten the world by his preaching. The 
child died 'in a few months. I mean not to 
inſult the feelings of a parent, but to lament 
| Ge preſumption of deluded ae 


Ix the arrangement of his N Wed. 
ley diſplayed the moſt conſummate worldly 
wiſdom. He knew that many have itching 
ears, and that novelty would attract them to 
his meeting houſes. He ſuffered no preacher 
to remain 3 in one place, and every appli- 
cation for ſuch a purpoſe met with a ſtern re- 
fuſal. The ſameneſs of matter more particu- 
larly required this variety of inſtructors, for 
the practical duties very ſeldom entered into 
their diſcourſes, | 


Wulrrr ELD and Weſley w were equally fond 
of telling ſtories in their ſermons, and theſe ſto- 
ries have been often heard and repeated with 
laughter or contempt. It isone thing tobe plain, : 
and another to be coarſe and yulgar. Let the 
ſermon upon the Mount, let St. Paul's and 
St. Peter's diſcourſes, let all the epiſtles 
ſtand as examples of elegant fi mplicity. 
They ought to have known that vociferation 
is not neceſlary i in a preacher, that he need 


not 


CF 

not *** ſweat through and through,” and 
that he may cry aloud in the prophet's ſenſe 
of the word, without bellowing. They 
ought to have known that an audience may 
be edified, without being harraſſed and diſ- 
tracted, and convinced of the neceflity of 
faith and repentance, without being convulſ- 
ed. Vet Whitfield triumphs in the agitations 
of women and children. Weſley was, gene- 
rally ſpeaking, calm and tranquil, and more 
objections lie againſt his matter than his 
manner. Whitfield, rejoicing in every op- 
portunity of cen ing the Clergy, repeats a 
ſaying of Betterton's, accounting for the in- 
efficacy of ſermo * and the influence of 
playͤs. Players,“ ſaid he, ** ſpeak of 
things fictitious as if they were real, and 
2 the Clergy ſpeak of things real as if they 

were fictitious.” This elegant antitheſis, 
borrowed by the Man of God, from one 
whom he deemed a Child of Satan, contains 
an attracting jingle of words, but devoid of 
truth. Is a chriſtian orator todeſcend to all the 
geſticulations of the ſtage, and to rant like a 
tragedy king? Hope and fear, joy and grief, 
love and hatred, enter into the ſubjects of our 


* Whitfield ſays this of himſelf. SEA 
- diſcourſes, 
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diſcourſes. But theſe paſſions change with 
their objects. They are to be excited by 
pathetic language, or by plain and eaſy argu- 
ment. If we muſt, for a moment admit of the 
moſt diſtant ſimilitude between the oratory of 
the ſtage and the pulpit (though it is offenſive 
even to hear dramatic writers quoted in ſer» 
mons) let me be permitted to lay that fome o 

the moſt eminent performers in our Engliſh 
theatres, have, inthe more tranquil ſcenes, diſ- 
played an eaſineſs of manner, which every one, 
ambitious to ſpeak well, would be happy ta 
imitate. Were Garrick himſelf to rife from 


the dead, there can be little reaſon to doubt 


that he bald at leaſt pronounce a ſermon in 
2 calm and unagitated way, for ſo he is ſaid 
to have pronounced his own ode at the Strat- 
ford Jubilee. Many. upon the ſtage, where 


the virtues and the vicesof men are heightened 


above reality, axe apt, after all, to overact 
their part, ſometimes becauſe they do not un- 
derſtand it, and not e to pleaſe | 
the galleries. | 


SOME will refer a chriſtian preacher to the 
orators of the bar. They are allowed to put 
themſelves in the place of their client, and to 


expreſs, without reſtraint, his hopes, his 
fears, 


i IR 
- fears, his ES They are allowed to 
| ſeaſon their ſpeeches with. jocularity, with 
wit, with "irony, with repartee. What a 
wide difference there is between the temporal 
and the ſpiritual concerns of men? With 
| what a due ſolemnity ſhould the latter be diſ- 
tinguiſhed from the former? By theſe ob- 
ſervations we mean not to exalt the clerical 
profeſſion, but to eſtabliſh that diſeriminat- 
ing reſpect which is due to the ſubject matter 
of their diſcourſes, and the ſanctity of the 
place w herein they are delivered. 


THE ris of the Seofetor. i is fome- 
times adduced againſt a calm deliverv of ſer- 
mons. Yet Addiſon himfelf has warmly re- 
commended South and Tillotſon, neither of 
whom were theatrical, and whatever Steele 
may have faid in diſparagement of the Clergy 
of his day, will paſs for nothing with thoſe 
who know the real feebleneſs of his under- 
ſtanding, and the proftigacy of his manners. 
Vehemence, it is ſaid, makes an impreſſion 
upon unlettered hearers. Is the impreſſion 
on the underſtanding or the imagination? If 
upon the latter, a tragedian can do infinitely 
more. At beſt, it ſeems tranſient, or creates 


melancholy, if it be e | 
A DE- | 


(12 3:4 
'"-A'DESIRE of pleaſing ſhould reign in every 
human mind to acertain degree, butitſhould be 
a defire of pleaſing thoſe who have ſound judg- 
ment, and unſhaken integrity. Under ſucha re- 
fridion, to have gained the approbation of the 
wiſe and virtuous, is to have gained a con- 
current approbation with that of a well-in- 
formed conſcience. The medical empiric 
preferred the nineteen to the twentieth. The 
theological empiric follows his example, 
and gains admiration. The regular Chriſtian 
_ Miniſter remembers that he is accountable to 
a higher and more awful tribunal than that 
which man ſetteth up. F 


} "Raanness of criticiſm in 1 young, the 
ignorant, or, the unexperienced, ſhould be 
diſcouraged by every poſhble method. Let 
them accept the following anecdote. When 
Dr. Durell was Vice Chancellor of Ox- 
ford, he reſolved never to requeſt the publi- 
cation of any ſermon. I may, ſaid he, be 
miſtaken on either ſide of the queſtion; I may 
be inſtrumental in making public what ought 
to be ſuppreſſed, or by inadvertency deprive 
the world of an excellent performatce, 


WHEN we hear of diſcourſes proper to be 
ſpoken, yet not intended to be read, we 
| 9 | may 


(13) 
. may. pronounce without heſitation, that they 
are mene our attention. 0 


#3, wo #2 . 


* 


| Tuan; in. 2 1 coi Weſley. o or 
Whitfield ſuffered perſonal outrage, every 
one will lament. But to exclude them from 
churches | was certainly juſtifiable in men, 
who deemed their matter and their manner 
low and vulgar. The charge of ingratitude 
is unjuſtly brought by Weſley againſt his fa- 
ther's curate, for refuſing him the pulpit at 
Epworth. We may preſume him to act up- 
on principle. But this meek diſciple of a 
meek Saviour, pronounced otherwiſe, and 
conſoled himſelf under his diſappointment by 
haranguing from his father's tombſtone. - 


WEsLEY pronounces all anger ſinful; yet 
in America he refuſed the ſacrament to a lady; 


| Whole only offence was to have rejected his 
addreſſes *. rar: 1 a 


* The lady's name was Williamſon, whoſe uncle called upon 
him to declare in the Court Houſe, why he expelled her from the 
holy communion. He refuſed The uncle ſaid it was for refuſing 
his propoſals of marriage, and marrying Mr. Williamſon. The 
huſband proſectited him for defamation, and the wife, ſays Mr. 
Weſley, ſwore and ſigned an affidavit, infinuating much more than 
it aſſerted ; but aſſerting tbat be, Mr. Weſley, had many times 


| pPropoſed 


(14) 
Or the hymns which have been uſed in 
the Foundery and the Tabernacle, ſome are 
chargable with vulgarity or levity, and ma- 


ny of their tunes are better adapted for the vo- 
taties of e than the n of Chriſt. 


Warrertet 2 ecummende extemporary | 

prayers in private, as well as before and af- 

ter ſermon. He charges preachers in Oxford 

and in other places; with omitting to beg a 

bleſſing on the word preached. Surely he 

did not attend either to the prayer before the 
Univerſity, for the canonical form of bidding 

prayer is now laid aſide, nor to the prayer be- 
ginning Prevent us, O Lord,” and ſeveral 
others. The compoſition of prayers is by 

far the moſt difficult. If the pious author of 
the Rambler was often unſucceſs ful, who 

will not undertake the taſk with extreme dif- 
fidence? I am almoſt aſhamed to communi- 
eate to the reader a petition which Romaine 

offered in St. Dunſtan's church. ** God 
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propoſed marriage to her, all which propoſals ſhe had rejected. 
This great apoſtle, after ſeeking for revelations from Heaven, af- 
ter taking the advice of friends, and after praying (for prayer al- 
ways made a part in his ſtratagems) ſecured himſelf from farther - 
proſecution by flight. See Warburton's Doctrine of Grace, book 
li. c. 14, Where the account is given more at large. | 

* grant, 
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„grant,“ ſaid he, that no one do any 
thing this night, for which he r. 1 
e to be ſent to Tyburn.“ | 


WesLEy and Whitfield unite in their 
commendations of Law's Serious Call, and 
it / may be read by judicious perſons with 
great utility. It points out a duty for every 
part of our time, but with a rigour which 
has a tendency to diſcourage. Nor is the 
morality always correct. The laws of the 
land not only forbid us to relieve, but require 
that we ſhould bring to condign puniſhment, 
thoſe perſons who have the appellation of 
ſtreet beggars. Mr. Law requires us not to 
be inquiſitive about their merits or demerits, 
and Whitfield immediately quotes the exam- 
ple of blind Bartimæus. The Evangeliſts 
have related the incident, without diſcuſſing 
the lawfulneſs of begging. When there is an 
_ eſtabliſhed national benevolence, the blind 

themſelves ſhould remain in their reſpective 
pariſhes; even they are not always tempe- 
rate, and they are conducted by individuals, - 
who, inſtead of being uſefully employed, 
contract inveterate habits of idleneſs. As 


gainſt other beggars, the arguments are much 
: _ ſtronger; 
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ſtronger ; they are commonly the worſt mem 
bers of the community, and deſerve correc- 
tion rather than pity *. | 


Muc has been ſaid by Weſley and Whit- 
field againſt plays and horſe-races, againſt aſ- 
ſemblies and balls. Perhaps the ſtage was 
never leſs exceptionable than at preſent. If 
it be not a ſchool of virtue, it may be a 
ſource of innocent amuſement. Of horſe- 
races, without doubt, the evil by far out- 
weighs. the good. They bring together the 


* It is a ſecret (ſays Dr. Samuel Carr, Sermon 26) I preſume to 
no one, that there are many infamous impoſtors, who only counter- 
feit poverty, and cover themſelves with rags and ſores the better to 
extort relief from well-diſpoſed Chriſtians. There are others too, 

who are indeed in real want, but who are ſo through choice, they 

love idleneſs better than work, and rather chuſe to beg than to 
gain an honeſt living by the work of their hands. Theſe are they 
that ſnatch the bread of charity out of the mouths of the induſtri- 
ous poor, theſe are they that ſwarm in our ſtreets, that beſiege the 
gates of the rich, and weary every paſſenger with their cries for re- 
lief, which if denied, they immediately exclaim againſt the coldneſs 
of charity, and the barbarity of the world. I would not willingly 
be thought to plead againſt charity in any ſhape, and therefore I will 
not too ſeverely condemn thoſe, who, through a well-meant zeal, 
relieve ſuch objects as theſe. But I cannot help ſaying, that in my 
judgment, they would ſhew themſelves much wiſer men, and bet- 
ter friends to the community, by not encouraging a tribe of vagrants,. 
who will neither labour to provide for themſelves, nor ſubmit to 
- that proviſion which the legiſlature has amply made for them. 


3 — 10 refuſe 
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refuſe of the creation, they encourage gam- 
ing, and who will defend the caſuiſtry of 
jockeys? What are the evils of balls and aſ- 
ſemblies we have not yet heard. Can the 
two ſexes meet in more innocent, and at the 
ſame time more pleaſing intercourſe? No- 
thing but an early introduction ſeems objec- 
tionable. Againſt private theatres we may 
enter a warm and a ſerious proteſt. They 
deſtroy that amiable diffidence fo pleaſing in 
both ſexes, and ſo eſſential to the female 


ER; 


Muc cenſure is paſſed upon the Clergy of 
the Church of England, for their manner of liv- 
ing. Neither the marriage in Cana, nor St. 
Paul's exhortations to hoſpitality will avail. 
Who would be an advocate for ſenſuality and 
exceſs? But, as Walton obſerves, *©* good 
* company and good converſation are the 
„ finews of virtue.” We need not be ſur- 
priſed at the rigour of theſe two rivals, when 
we learn that among other regulations of 
Kingſwood ſchool, the boys were prohibited 
from playing, and that the diſcipline of the 
ſeminary in Savannah was uncommonly ſe— 
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Muck has been ſaid of the good which 
the Methodiſts have done under the guidance 
of their leaders. It is readily admitted that 
in Kingſwood, in Coalbrook-dale, and in 
other parts of the kingdom, many who had 
no ſenſe of religion were made ſerious and 
decorous. But with ſome good, they have 
done great miſchief. They have made ma- 
ny melancholy. They have driven many to 
deſpair, and ſome to ſelf-murder. They 
have alienated the affections of many from 
their regular paſtors whom they have ſtiled 
ſelf-righteous, letter-learned, licentious, and 
ſenſual. The people were adviſed to attend 

our churches, but were taught to deſpiſe the 
inſtructions delivered in them. All the re- 
proaches accumulated upon all the falſe pro- 
phets of Iſrael, and upon the Scribes and 
Phariſees in our Saviour's time, were too 
mild, and too gentle, when applied to the 
eſtabliſhed Clergy. Every ſermon that did 
not treat of the new birth, of juſtification by 
faith, and the merits of a W was 
heatheniſm or popery. 


So great was their zeal for making proſe- 
Iytes, that they were indifferent from whence 


the proſelytes came, whether from a church 
ö . : or 


4 


or a meeting-houſe. But from whichſvever 
place they came, they muſt either deſpiſe 


their own eſtabliſhed inſtructors, or they 
muſt have a motley and groteſque religion of 


divers colours and complexions. 


Tazy alone, 15 we believe themſelves, 
have adhered to the doctrines of the articles, 
homilies, and liturgy. This is a groſs miſ- 
repreſentation. They taught more than theſe 
doctrines, and we teach them as they were 

firſt delivered by our Reformers. In what 
part of our common prayer book can they 
find the inward, inſtantaneous, ſenſible call 
which they contend for? When a child is re- 
ceived into the church by baptiſm, what more 
can be meant by regeneration than his acquit- 
tal from the ſin of Adam, his being placed 


under the protection of the Father, Son, and 
Holy Ghoſt, and the charitable preſumption 


that his growth in grace will be analogous to 
his growth in ſtature? 


TrovGn we admit the dire effects of ori- 
ginal ſin, yet we do not admit them to the 
degree ſo warmly contended for. We think 


that the image of God, though much defac- 
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ed, is not entirely loſt, and the appellations of 
beaſt and devil, ſo freely beſtowed upon hu- 
man nature, are harſh and unfounded, ex- 
cept when applied to the moſt wicked and 
reprobate. We are not to be refuted by a 
few ſtrong figurative expreſſions from Scrip- 
ture; every ſign of virtue, every inclination 


to be good, meets with encouragement from 
a gracious God. 


\ 


Wr have at the ſame time no intention of 
explaining away the article which ſays ** that 
** works done before juſtification, have in 


them the nature of fin.” Till a Chriſtian 


apply the merits of Chriſt to his own parti- 
cular caſe, he mult be in a ſinful ſtate, for he 
wanteth faith, and is guilty of preſumption. 


CHRISTIANS are moſt in danger of miſ- 
taking a dead faith for that which worketh 
by the love of God and of our neighbour. 
We appeal to the effects by which it is 
known, as the tree is known by its fruits. If 
the Old and New Teſtament furniſh precepts 
for all ſtates and conditions of men, we ought 
to enlarge upon all theſe precepts, otherwiſe 
we are but partial expoſitors of the will of 

God. 


( 21 ) 
God. As wile builders, we are not only re- 
quired to lay a proper foundation, but to in- 
ſpect with minute attention, every part of 
the ſuperſtructure. 


WHITFIELD allows that much previous 
ſtudy is requiſite to render a man able to 
preach extempore. Yet both he and Weſley 
ſeem to have believed ſomething like immedi- 
ate inſpiration. Their followers, in the pre- 
| ſent day, are diſpoſed to believe it, and 
were their teachers frequently to recur to 
their written diſcourſes, we ſhould hear of 
the Puritanical imputation that they were 
quenching the fpirit. But will the Holy 

Ghoſt be leſs gracious becauſe man is more 
diffident? The truth is, the common ex- 
temporary effuſions of Methodiſts are an in- 
ſult upon the underſtanding, and to aſcribe 
them to inſpiration, is little ſhort of blaſ- 


phemy. 


Ix the printed ſermons of Whitfield and 
| Weſley, there is often a plainneſs and con- 
ciſeneſs of expreſſion well worthy of j imita- 
tion. But they have withal adopted what, 
for want of another term, may be ſtiled a pul- 

C3 pit 


1 
= 


r 2 — 
A 
_— y 


— — — . = pe 
”— — — * - — 
NN ur 3 ——— ́ä ää5 4 rm, 4 —— 
— = 7 > 125 
+ * — 


— — — — 
e 
* 1 — = 4 
at . 
" 2- N 
— RO Ter I 
Il $a nes; TP tg 


(22) 


pit ſlang. Hence it is that we find chriſtleſs, 


prayerleſs, bedwarf, with many other com- 
pound words, often nn generally 


harſh and unnatural. 


N OW and "OP one might be led to ſup- : 


| Poſe that the difference between us and them 


is not great. Let the following paſſage. from 
one of Whitfield's letters ſerve as a ſpecimen. 


„The renewal of our natures is a work of 


great importance. It is not to be done in a 
% day. We have not only a new houſe to 
build up, but an old one to pull down.“ 


YET Rill we deny his nofition that x a man 


| has the ſame conviction of the new birth, 


which our bodily ſenſes have of the blowing 
of the wind. The uncertainty of the manner 
is well expreſſed by our Redeemer. Thou 


canſt not tell WHence it cometh, and whither 1 
goeth. 


We alſo maintain that in a certain ſenſe, 
the goodneſs of God has made man in part 
** a Saviour to himſelf,”* for he is a free 


agent aſſiſted, but not under irreſiſtible influ- 


ENCE, : 
® Whitfield's own expreſſion, 3 
| | THEY 


„ 


Tu EV not only err in making no proper 
diſcrimination between the times of the Apoſ- 
tles and the preſent, but being ſtrangers to 
the rules of ſober criticiſm, they give to ſerip- 
tural expreſſions, highly figurative, literal 
interpretations. The nature of the Eaftern 
languages and idiom, they either know not, 
or do not conſider, and they boaſt that they 
rely on their own diligence, and a ſuppoſed 
inſpiration, without calling in the aid of ſuch 
divines as are conſulted by others with edifi- 
cation and improvement. Thoſe writers, 
. who fall in with their own notions, they have ; 
both read and praifed. 


DR. JouNnsoN was known to have a par- 
ticular veneration for the Engliſh divines, 
ſurely they will allow him to have been a ſin- 
cere and zealous friend of religion. He re- 
commends Dr. Clarke, as frequently enforc- 
ing the doctrine of atonement. This is alſo 
_ enforced in other theological writings, in ma- 
ny of the Bampton lectures, particularly oy 
Hawkins, Wintle, and Veyſie. | 


In Weſley and Whitfield we find general 
admonitions to good works, to the love of 
our neighbour. But we find no diſeourſes on 

. particular 
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particular moral virtues, or levelled againſt 
particular vices. Much leſs do we find any 
reference at all to caſes of conſcience, which, 
as they were often diſcuſſed in the laſt cen- 
tury, eſpecially by Biſhops Taylor and San- 
derſon, ſo they will be more attended to in 
this, if Paley and Giſborne have that ſucceſs 
which they juſtly merit. Let me not, how- 
ever, be underſtood to pay an unqualified de- 
ference to every poſition of each of theſe emi- 
nent and worthy men. If health and other 
avocations will permit, I intend, with due 


candour and reſpect, to ſtate my objections. 


For the preſent, they have my warmeſt gra- 
titude for what they have done, and I ſhall 


therefore, with the more diffidence endeavour 


to point out wherein they ſeem to have erred, 
and what they ſeem to have omitted. 


Ir general good principles, moral and evan- 
gelical, ſhould be acquired in early age, thoſe 
principles can only be confirmed by a ſuitable 
application in particular incidents. Care ſhould 
be uſed leſt we be taken by ſurprize. Moſt 
of us have acted with too much precipi- 


tation, now and then with too much lenity or 


candour. We did not feel a conſciouſneſs of 


| Raving greatly erred, of having notoriouſly 


violated 


(25). 


violated any precept, and yet had there been 
time for longer deliberation, and more accu- | 
rate enquiry, we ſhould have acted far dif- 


n 


Ir would be to little purpoſe that we read 
the ten commandments, unleſs every duty to 
God and man be from time to time e 
explained and enforeed. 


Ar certain intervals it is uſeful to ſhew 
the connexion which Chriſtian duties have 
with each other, how unpardonable it would 
be wilfully and knowingly to violate any. A 
proper recapitulation enables every one to 
conſult his own heart, and to learn his own 


defects. 


PERFECTION, which has created ſo much 
diſpute, is, in many inſtances, another name 
for univerſality of obedience, or uniform in- 
tegrity, when integrity is taken in its fulleſt 
ſignification, and not merely for common ho- 
neſty. When we are commanded to be per- 
fect as our Father which is in Heaven is per- 
fect, the idea of univerſality is ſtill retained, 
but it is applied to benevolence. | 


For 


1467; 


Fon abſolute perfection here, none of us, 
and few of the Methodiſts, ever contended. 
It is ſomewhat wonderful, that amidſt all 
which they have maintained concerning the 
new birth, they ſhould not purſue the com- 
pariſon between the natural and the ſpiritual 
lite; and admit the ſame gradations in piety, 
as in bodily ſtrength and ſtature, A child is 
faid to have the perfect uſe of his faculties 
when he 1s born without bodily blemiſhes 
and defects. A chriſtian is perfect in a cer- 
tain ſenſe, when he is diſpoſed to do all good 
to the uttermoſt of his power. From the blade 
we may hope for a good harveſt. A blight 
may diſappoint us. The limbs that promiſe 
ſtrength may wax ſeeble. Evil communica- 
tions may at once deſtroy all the expectations 
we formed of the ſincere Chriſtian. All our 
precaution againſt falling off cannot be too of- 
ten repeated, and their preſumption con- 
cerning particular election cannot be too of- 


ten exploded. 


| Tuxkr is alſo a relative perfection, after 
which we are commanded to aſpire, which 
bears the ſame reſemblance to our firſt per- 
formances in the chriſtian life, that the ac- 


tions of a man bear to the actions of a child. 
WE 


627) 


We 0 do all we can, and leave the 
event to a mereiful Creator. 


5 es Whitfield's works is publiſhed a letter 
to the Vice Chaneellor of Oxfoxd, concerning 
the expulſion of fix enthuſiaſts from Edmund 
Hall. In the inaccuracy which appeared in 
drawing up the articles of accuſation, as I am 
not concerned, ſo I ſhall leave it as I found 
it. The combination of the charges juſtified 
the meaſure. To have been brought up to 
trades was not, of itſelf, an offence, but the 
complicated offence was, to enter the Uni- 
verſity without knowing the rudiments of the 
languages, to frequent conventicles, and te 
wrangle with the tutor. To ſelect inſtances, 
therefore, of other men, who had paſſed 
from various occupations, firſt into the Uni- 
verſity, and afterwards into the church, was 
little to the purpoſe, unleſs it had been prov- 
ed that theſe perſons, were illiterate and inea- 
pable of academical inſtruction. As little 
was it to the purpoſe to expatiate upon the 
irregularities of ſome young men in the Uni- 
verſity, for theſe are, with ingenuous minds, 
their own remedy. But fanaticiſm is an in- 
curable evil. What could induce the Princi- 
pal of Edmund Han to difgrace himſelf, his 
; 8 
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College, and the Univerſity, by this em 
admiſſion, is not eaſy to ſay. While he choſe 
to preach, his ſermons at St. Mary's were 
ſound and orthodox, though certainly deſti- 
tute of all animation. | 


Bur ace one of hs ſix young men was an 
exception as to ſchool education, the ſequel of 
his hiſtory may illuſtrate the crooked caſuiſtry 
of a fanatic. He applied to the Vice Chan- 

_ cellor, and the Aſſeſſors, under a ſeeming 
conviction of his error, pretended to recant, 
and was recommended to a Biſhop for ordi- 
nation. When the maſk had anſwered his 
purpoſe, he threw it off, and preached in 
Lincolnſhire for ſome time, under the pa- 
tronage of an enthuſiaſtic lady of diſtinction. 
At laſt he was promoted to a vicarage 
in a populous part of Yorkſhire, where he 
boaſted of his expulſion, delivered his abſur- 

dities in rhapſody and tautology, was guilty 
of rapacity and extortion, and at laſt died in- 
ſolvent. What follower of Ignatius Loyola 
could have exceeded this ? 


TEA eccleſiaſtical preferments are wvften 
improperly beſtowed, no one can deny. The | 
beſt of them ſhould be the rewards of eminent | 

learning, 


(29) 
learning, united with an amiable diſpoſition. 
Yet as the characters of clergymen are well 
appreciated by their contemporaries, inſtan- 
ces of ſucceſsful merit need not be ſelected, 
and every friend of religion will wiſh that 
they were more numerous. 


THERE are many among the Engliſh 
Clergy, who content themſelves with the ſatiſ- 
faction of applying to books, and perform- 
ing the duties of their ſtation, and who, be- 

cauſe they are too diffident to become authors, 
are loſt in retirement to all but a few ſelect 
friends. 


To procure preſentations for fanatical di- 
vines has been the avowed purpoſe of one no- 
ble Earl, and ſome gentlemen of opulence. 
They have now and then made overtures to 
- purchaſe, eſpecially in populous places. 
The town of Hull affords one unfortunate in- 
ſtance of their ſucceſs, and all the churches 
there, with the exception of one individual, 
are occupied by the pretended favourites of 
Heaven. The reader will excuſe my melan- 
choly remembrance of the late reſpectable vi- 
car of the Holy Trinity in that place, who 
was haraſſed by the impudence, inſolence, 

and 
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and coarſeneſs of a Lecturer, whoſe conſtant 


practice it was to claim the excluſive privi- 


lege of preaching evangelical doctrines. Of | 


the Lecturer's pulpit oratory, I beg leave to 


ſubjoin the following ſpecimen. ** Did any 


bs j_ of you ever aſk Jeſus Chriſt to ſup with 
* you,—if not, aſk him to-night ;—and if he 


 ** ſhould come after you are gone to bed, riſe 
* up and let him in.” Of the effects of his 


Ane let the following proof ſuffice.— 


When three clergymen officiated at the altar, 
one third of the places was appropriated to 


the lecturer, and in theſe it was uſual for him 
to adminiſter in both kinds. The fanatics, 
eſtimating the efficacy of the Sacrament by the 
imagined ſanctity of him who was to admi- 
niſter, gave a decided preference to theſe 


places. It unfortunately happened that the 
Vicar went where the Lecturer uſed to go, 


and one of theſe ſons of purity ſpurned the 
piece of ſacramental bread which was offered, 
and took another from the plate. This would 


have been a juſtifiable cauſe of excluſion, but the 


Vicar's feelings overcame his reſolution, and 
he ſubmitted. 


r is to be feared that the new church at 


Halifax will reſemble the new church at 
: Hull, 


"<p; 


Hull; with this ſpecific difference, that at 
certain times when Dr. C. or his Curate ſhall 
officiate in the edifice, of which the firſt tone 
is now laid, the ladies muſt uſe their fans to 
hide their bluſhes. The clerical enthuſiaſts 
are already anticipating appointments to the 
\ chapels in the extenſive pariſh of Halifax, 
twelve in number, with many old incum- 
bents, and in the diſpoſal of the Vicar. 


Ir the enumeration of theſe particulars, 
however minute or inſignificant they may ap- 
pear, ſhould increaſe the zeal, ſhould ſtimu- 
late the induſtry of ſober- minded men, if it 
ſhould in any degree call forth the vigilance 
and generoſity of thoſe who can procure, pur. 
| chaſe, or diſpenſe preferment, we may ſtill 
hope that fanaticiſm will decline, as ſome of 
its chief champions and ſupporters are ſunk 
into the grave, and have left diſtraction and 
diviſions behind them, even in their head 
quarters. 


Havino recommended Dr. Gibſon's 
ſmall tract againſt enthuſiaſm, let me alfo 
mention to thoſe who have greater leiſure, 


Biſhop Warburton's Doctrine of Grace. The 


ſecond book is ſuited to all capacities, and 
the 
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(32) 
the ſcope of it is beſt expreſſed in the Biſhop” $ 
own language at the concluf ion. 


„Tur der will take notice that the or- 
* der I have here followed is that which is 
** beſt adapted to ſhorten the controverſy, 
**and to cut off all chicane and evaſion. 


1. I nave ſingled out the founder and 
* leader of the ſect, that no one may have 
** pretence to ſay, that what he is here ſhewn 
*© to teach and practiſe, is not true and genu- 


ine Methodiſm. 


2. I HAVE onna my remarks to his 
© own adventures, recorded by his own pen, 
* and here fairly quoted in his own words, 


that no one may have pretence to lay, T - 


* have fooliſhly confided in falſe or uncer- 
e tain reports or unjuſtly made the ſect an- 
«© ſwerable for the indiſcretions and abſurdi- 
e ties of every obſcure field-preacher. 


* 3. I gave taken the Methodiſts at their 

* word, when they call themſelves members 
© of the Church of England, that I might 
not run the hazard of confounding both 


1 the er and myſelf with long and blind 
ſcholaſtic 


6350 


* {ſcholaſtic dif! putations on original ſin Py 
7 * ble grace, and juſtifying. faith; on regeneration, 
*© election, reprobation, and the immerit of good 
*<© re. To their mode of teaching, and not 
« to things taught, I confine my diſcourſe. 
© Of that, every reader can judge, and of that 
he has a ſure rule to judge by, the marks 
delivered by the holy Apoſtle St. James of 
he wiſdom which is from above, marks, which 
for weighty reaſons already explained, re- 
2 fer moſtly to the mode of teaching, and 
** which, if not found in this new methodiſ- 
** tical mode of teaching, are ſufficient to con- 
46 vict it of eee 3 5 


Sh this was y and candid treat- 
ment, yet ſtill it is contended that to com- 
miſſion men notoriouſly illiterate, under the 
idea of being divinely inſpired, as preachers 
of the word of God, is a notorious offence, 
not only againſt God, but againſt the general 
order of, deeice z n he, who ſuſtains 


4 


ſhould be jugs from intruſion by i its own. 
members, as the other, two learned prof 
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each of them is infeſted with empirics, it is 


the duty of regular practitioners to watch 


over them with a jealous eye, to ſnew them 
that marked diſapprobation which preſump- 
tion N with Ignorance bas a de- | 
ſerved. 5 : | „ 

If 72 un be * nen, it 71 come to a/ 
has been quoted by ſome of the adverſaries of 
methodiſm, as a reaſon why a Clergyman 


may ſafely allow any field preacher to enter 


| his pariſh; and to POTS en principles of 


Bis flock. The law has pointed out the only 
regular way in which the preachers of me- 


1 thodiſm can be accommodated. A licenſed 
| houſe places them' under the public protec- 


tion. Under any other circumſtances they 
are liable to be apprehended as vagrants, or 
fined, as not protected by the Toleration Act, 

and all that continue to hear them, after being 


appriſed of their danger, ſhould be compel- 


led to pay the penalty. For, as Sir William 
Blackſtone ſays, when commenting upon an 


Act which forbids Magiſtrates to catry 2 


inſignia of office to a meeting-houſe, os 


* mode of worſhip, et up in oppoſition 15 
the national, ſhould be exerciſed with de- 


W bowed] gratitude, and humility. What 
1 apology 


(3s!) 
apology therefore can an illiterate itinerant” 
make Who collects together a diſorderiy 
crowd, immediately before, or immediately 


| after divine ſervice? Why la legal proce 
againſt ſuch miſcreants ſhould be called pęr- 
ſecution I know not; let us never forget the 
alliance which Swift has pointed out between 
| ther and two other kinds of orators. 
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War rut their doctrines have produced 
they ebe but even did men of a 
different perſuafi ion, contend for, admits” of 
müch doubt. Though Ido not believe all 
which has been reported of their Iove· feaſts: 
yet neither is the whole a fable. In their or- 
dinary dealings with mankind, numerous in- 
ſtanices' of rapacity and injuſtice may be pro- 
duced, and ſeveral of them have held up 
their hands at the bar for very notorious offen- 
ces. The evil ends not here. It would be 
eafy to prove that very flagitious attempts 
have been made by the fraternity in the neigh- 
bourhood, on ſuch occaſions, to impede the 
courſe of juſtice,” and to ſolicit the Royal 
mercy. Let all the advocates of William 
Jordan, of Bilſton, convictediof buying ſto- 
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TnaT common mechanics ſhould 8 
be induced to become preachers, cannot be 
matter of ſurpriſe, when we conſider how 
much the office flatters their vanity, contri- 
butes to their emolument, and enables them 
to live in idleneſs. 


Non are they, in 3 inſenfible to 
the gratifications of their appetites. No 
worldly comfort is thought too great for theſe 
ſpiritually-minded men, who, when once 
they gain admittance, will ſubject families to 
large, and often inconvenient expences. In 
one or two well-authenticated inſtances, theſe 

expences were eſtimated | at fifty n per 


55 Tus Fd of the Engliſn Clergy, 
and the evils of non- reſidence and pluralities 
are common ſubjects of declamation. And 
theſe ſupplementary preachers very kindly 
come forward to remedy. the evil. I. beg leave 
to anſwer, that the whole ſtock of preferment 
is inadequate to the purpoſe of properly re- 
warding meritorious clergymen, but were 
the hopes of eceleſiaſtics ſtill more contracted, 
all the great abilities of the country would 
have recourſe to other profeſſions and cal- 

55 lings. 


(Cx | 
lings *. It were eaſy to prove that in a mer- 
cantile line, in law and in phyſic, there are 
more examples of proſperity than among the 
Clergy. Of thoſe who find preferment the 
progreſs is often flow, and he who obtains five 
or ſix hundred pounds per annum, is not on- 
ly thought ſingularly fortunate, but to uſurp 
more than his ſhare. Excluded from ſecular 
employments, he is contemplated as receiv- 
ing this great emolument for little more than 
reading prayers, and preaching on a Sunday. 
The labour of learning, the expence of edu- 
cation, and his private ſtudies are ſo tho. 

roughly kept from view, that malignity 
throws its darts in every direction, while ma- 
ny others, with whom he aſſociates, are, 
with pretenſions not ſuperior to his own, ac- 

cumulating fortunes without the aid of inhe- 
ritance. The Clergy alſo, though aſſiſted by 
the kindneſs of the Laity, make large dona- *.: 
tions to the widows and orphans of their de- — 
ceaſed brethren. 


We find great pains taken to prevent the late Earl Camden 
from going into the Church, His friends in the Law would not 
ſuffer ſuch eminent talents to be Buried in the clerical profeſſion. It 
would have been more correct had they ſaid undervalued and unres 
warded, for Theology affords ample exerciſe for the higheſt attain- 
ments. 


D3 „ 


LED 


r n 88 POP RE ; POR 3 1 - n 
ESE OY —-k >: DV En ER DEER WET NES 3 SA 
. I. = aa ee * "i, 0p * 
2 
1 ++ * 


* 
= P > 7 Geert caddie, oo aa eater 


2 ora 


2 


40+ AE 
Hom ger 
—— 


8 
— — 


EIN 


2 * 
—— * * £ 
- 2 


S 


2 ation ide 5 — ade 44 * 5 i IF 1 


4 
E 
. 
ot 
F + 
7 "# 
. 
1 
12 
4 4; 
> 8; 
Ee 
© nc 
3 
7274 
r 
271 
We 


r 
* 8 
cas 


— E * 


4 bh y Dee Jt, 
55 * — A r 
r F 
A2 [4 — — 
FS 7 22 * 
7 


* 


. 
ew ED SY 


2 — 


o <=; 
— 33 
ATR 


— 
7 


( 38 ) 

In the rage of reforming, many pleas for | 
as were omitted, ſtronger than 
ſome of thoſe which are 8 Thumbly 
conceive, notwithſtanding, that more lati- 
tude of conſtruction is admiflible. Be this as 
it may, let benignity in the ordinary, and in 


all other perſons concerned, ſupply the de- 
fect, and let not a worthy, conſcientious 


Clergyman, be dragged from his comforts, 


his friends, and connexions, if he labours 
faithfully in the vineyard as a deputy, if his 


* be equally ocnfelearious 59 55 him- 
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Having once heard a prelate « enlarge upon the Kagan ex- 
cuſes for non · reſidence, I could not help wiſhing that he had added 
ſomething to the following purport. But, my reverend brethren, 
there are numberleſs other caſes which the Legiſlature did not 
7 foreſee, any of which 1 Malle examine with candour, if brought 
t before me, and will never | recommend: ſevere meaſures, ex- 
** cept againſt a. clergyman who is actually doing nothing, or per- 
cc ſeveringly ſuffers his church to be neglected, or improperly g. 
cc plied.” 14 


Indeed I cannot help wiſhing that all Cs Chee; any Aric- 
tures upon the conduct of the Clergy are contained, and that charges 


4 ! 
415 "2 ; ſ +}; 0 


in general, were delivered to none but the Clergy themſelves. Nu- 


merous inſtances might be given in which exhortations to reſidence, 


to ſolemnity of dreſs, and general deportment, have been quoted 


with unqualified malignity, againſt thoſe who did not refide, or 
thoſe who partook of any innocent amuſement. And the ſlighteſt 
deviations, under ſuch circumſtances, will be treated with the 

| <2 mob, 
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„ Fam moſt populous nariſhes. in the 8 
A are frequently ill endowed, or ſeldom 
ſupply more than adequate maintainance for 
one clergyman, where many are wanted. 
The motive of educating children is one good 
reaſon why Clergymen with large families 
may ſeek employment i in market towns. As 
the livings in thoſe towns are often ſmall, Sir 
William Dawes, when Archbiſhop of York, 
gave a laudable example of augmenting them 
1 beſtoriing prebends upon the incumbents. 

"as Rense Have: fails out an ade. 
quate remedy for all the evils complained of, 
by equaliſing eccleſiaſtical preferments. That 
a diſappointed, Biſhop* ſhould wiſh, for an 
equal ſhare of emolument with' the Biſhop 
of Durham, or the Archbiſhop of Canter- 
bury, was not to be wondered at, and yet 
Mr. Luther's, bequeſt, . with a Bae 

an Archdeaconry, and a Living, might con- 
ſole him under his pee Eccle- 
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mol! 8 e N writer he! the Gentleman dining. 
aſter exemplifying this in the article of dreſs, recommended that in 
future, charges ſhould be given in Latin. To this there are many 
material objections, the principal of which is, that when modern 
ideas are to @ p in e language, the e * 
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fi atical property received a material ſhock 
by the rapacity of Henry VIII. and however 
it might anſwer the purpoſes of a crafty 
Plunderer to divide the ſpoils among needy 
Courtiers, it would be difficult to prove, with 
all the common place abuſe of Monks and 
religiaus houſes, that the receivers were more 
worthy than they who were plundered#. 
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5 5 W er withes to learn, without prejudice, the uſes and 
| abuſes of religious houſes, will find that the former were very im- 

portant, and greatly preponderate againſt the latter. The reader 
ſhall judge for * from the following extract. | 


Tanner*s Notitia, by Naſmith, p. Xii. 
Firſt, the choiceſt records and treaſures in the kingdom were 


| preſerved in them, An exemplification of the Charter of Liberties, 
granted by King Henry I, was ſent to ſome abbey in every county 
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, ' to be preſerved. Charters and inquiſitions relating to the county 

*F of Cornwall, were depoſited in the Priory of Bodmin, a great ma- 

* ny rolls were lodged in the Abbey of Leiceſter, and Priory of Ke- 

1 nil worth, till taken from thence by King Henry III. King Edward 

{4 9 1 I. ſent to the religious houſes in ſearch for his title to the kingdom 

70 5 i | of Scotland, in their ledgers and chronicles, as the moſt authentic 

N bi iN records for the proof of his right to that crown. When his ſove- 

| , f $f reignty was acknowledged in. Scotland, he ſent letters to have it in- 

5 5 8 ſerted in the chronicles of the Abbey of Winchcomb, and the Priory 

1 of Norwieb, and probably of many other ſuch like places. And 

x ik [ when he decided the controverſy relating to the crown of Scotland, 

; : ' 5 . between Robert Bruce and John Baliol, he wrote to the Dean and 
'F 0 Chapter of St. Paul's, London, requiring them to enter into their 


chronicles the exemplification therewith ſent, of that deciſion, 
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WI ſnall be reminded of new Biſhopricks, | 
and other foundations. But it were eaſy to 
prove, that the impropriations which were 


The learned Mr. Selden hath his greateſt evidences of the Nar- 
row Seas belonging to the King of Great Britain, from monaſtic re- 
cords. 


The . and money of private families were often ſent to 
theſe houſes to he preſerved. The ſeals of noblemen were depofit» 
ed there upon their deaths, and even the King's money was ſomes 
times lodged in them, | 


Secondly, They were ſchools of learning and education, for 
every Convent had one perſon or more appointed for this purpoſe; 
and all the neighbours that defired it, might have their children 
taught grammar and church muſic without any expence to them, 
In the Nunneries alſo, the young women were taught to work, and 
to read Engliſh, and ſometimes Latin alſo; ſo that not only the 
Tower rank of people, who could not pay for their learning, but 
moſt of the Noblemen and Gentlemen's Wages were educated 
in theſe places, 


Thirdly, All the Monaſteries were in effe& great Hoſpitals, and 
were moſt of them obliged te relieve many poor people every day, 
They were likewiſe houſes of entertainment for almoſt all travellers. 
Even the Nobility and Gentry, when they were upon the road, 
dined at one religious houſe, and lodged at another, and ſeldom'or 
never went to inns. In ſhort, their hoſpitality was ſuch, that in 
the Priory of Norwich one thouſand five hundred quarters of malt, 
and above eight hundred quarters of wheat, and all other things in | 
Proportion, were generally ſpent every year. | 


£ Fourthly, The Nobility and Gentry provided not oflly for their 
old ſervants in theſe houſes by corrodies, but for their younger 
children and impoveriſhed friends, by making them firſt Monks and 
N and in time Priors and Prioreſſes, Abbots and Abbeſſes. 
Fifthly, 


1 


N 
5 — 
"1 7 
—— 
£1658 ö 
_ £ 
* 
12 
by R I 
= ” 
1 
5 
E. 
* 
3th 1 
„ 27 
7 EI 
« Fr: 
+1; 1 
4 [3 
. 11 
1 
"F 3 5 
3284 l 
3+ «1 
* + * 
Px" 
=. * 
* Wis 
* "© 
t 
8 1 
4 1 
WW” { 2857 
87 4} 
*R. - 1 
3 ' +57 F 
= * 
<1 * 
3 
? 8 
45 - 
, 
2 © 
4 ; 
1 * 1 
* 
8 131 
% * 
oo + x 
4 
N 


F. 
* 
— 


— 


r 


Wap Ro 
n 
— ——— 
T. nico» 
Og I en bans, 1 
r 


A em TIT 


— I £409 


e 
— ri > 


— 


4 * 2 2 4 p — 
7 ²˙ oa 
— 
7 —_ ——_ = 
8 


. 
— - 


4 
K 


<p 


— Ay, * 
_—_— —— 


* 


1 2 3 * 1 alfa 
S IP ond ESE It» Te h non 
OPS. . r N N = 
ER: — LD. rr — — . — 
n - 7 _ 


* > IF 8 4 2: — * 
4 8a pom N < 59” 
3 ISIS 2 
— . 
— 1 7 - 
Þ 3 . * N 1 = 
- — 8 * 
2 a, a _— — _ 
PI TE a - A 
VN. 5 8 p. * 
2 


* 
. 


r 


A eee 3s Oe 
CODE ACE. 


0 42 3 


granted away to create the revenues of thoſe 


eſtabliſhments, have moſt. ſhamefully im- 


poveriſhed the parochial Clergy, 


Fifthly, They were of conſiderable advantage to the Crown. 
2. By the profits received from the death of one Abbot or Prior to 
the election, or rather confirmation, of another. 2. By great fines 
paid for the confirmation of their liberties. 3. By many corrodies 


granted to old ſervants of the Crown, and penſions to the . 8 


clerks and chaplains till they got preferment. 


Sixthly, They were likewiſe of conſiderable advantage to the | 
places where they had their files and eſtates, 1. By cauſing great 
reſort to them, and getting fairs and markets for them. 2. By free- 
ing them from the foreſt * 3. 4 lea their lands a at nd 


| rates. 


Laſtly, They were - great ornaments to the country ; many of 
vows were really noble buildings, and though not actually ſo grand 
and neat, yet perhaps as much admired in their times, as Chelſea 
and Greenwich Hoſpitals are now. Many of the Abbey Churches 
were equal, if not ſuperior, to our preſent Cathedrals, and they 
muſt have been as much an ornament to the country, and employed 


as many workmen in building and keeping them 1 in N er as No- 


blemen and Gentlemen's ſeats noc. 5 65 N r 
4 | 


As, however, we are not aiming at panegyric, but nating the 
truth, the ſame author proceeds in the following manner. On tbe 
ogher hand it muſt be confeſſed—Firſt, that theſe Regulars were. 
very injurious to the Secular and Parochial Clergy, 1. By taking 
many Prebends and Benefices. The Abbots of Athelney, Michel- 
ney, and Becc Harlowin, bad Prebends i in, the Cathedral Church of 
Wells annexed to their Abbotſhips. And in the Metropolitical 
Church of Vork, the Prebend of Salton was annexed to the Priory 
of Hexam, and the Prebend of Bramham to the Priory of Noſtel. 
And io many other Priors and Monks of all ſorts, and even Friars 


be e to hold Prebends and .. that at or juſt be- 
fore 


(-43-) 


Io unſettle any kind of property is dan- 


gerous, whether poſſeſſed by teſtamentary 
donation, or by immemorial uſage. What 
man of talents would engage in the clerical 
profeſſion with the ſcanty. proſpe& of 150]. 
per annum. He muſt be ſomething more 

than man, if he exclude worldly proſperity 
from the choice of his future calling ; and he 


is not leſs likely to do his duty conſcientiouſſy 


in that of a Clergyman, though he were ac- 
tuated partly by prudential motives. He 
dould not have the vanity to think, that 
among ſo many labourers the choice of any 
individual could materially affect the cauſe of 


Chriſtianity, and yet, as his obligation is of 


too ſacred nature to be violated after he has 


once engaged, he wil be ready to Mate a. e of 


34148 


fore the ee Biſhop Burver faith, They x were e every where 

poſſeſſed of the beſt Church Benefices. 2. By setting ſo many 
| churches inipropriated to them, and getting penſions out of many 
others. 3. By the many exemptions they got from the juriſdiction 
of the Biſhops, and from paying tythes. 


Secondly, Theſe hguſes of Monks and Friars ſeem to have been 
injucious to the nation in general. 1. By depriving the public of 
ſo many hands a might have been ſerviceable to it in proper em. 


ployments. 2. By an unfair and ungenerous way of trading. 
3. By their houſes ot-churehes being ſanctuaries for all manner of 
bieden, et noo, ui cult ene, 
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the hope that is in him, he will ſpend the lei- 


ſure which is allowed him in the acquiſition 
of uſeful knowledge. 


By the way, much cenſure is paſſed upon 
the purchaſe of preſentations and advowſons. 
How fallacious is ſpeculation? Within the 
narrow ſphere of my own acquaintance, I can 
point out ſome of the worthieſt incumbents, 
whoſe preſentations were fairly and legally 
purchaſed. Let not the remark appear nu- 
gatory. Every remark is important which 
leſſens calumny againſt an order of men, the 


| Tucceſs of whoſe labours muſt depend upon 


the good opinion of their fellow creatures. 


STILL the wickedneſs of the world is 
owing to the non-reſidence of incumbents. 


(The reader will do me the juſtice to believe, 


that I mean not to defend a wanton dereliction 


of duty in the Clergy). 


 SuRELY men's abilities and exertions are 
not to be meaſured by their incomes. There- 
fore why ſo much declamationagainſtCurates? 


If ſome pay more attention to the ſtation than 
the individual, this, in religion, is an abſur- 


dity 


(45). 


dity that not be ſufficiently e 
The doctrine is the ſame, and demands the 
ſame regard, whether he who delivers it be 
rich or Poor. | 


Should there be any unfortunate diſpute 
concerning tithes, which more frequently 
happens by the fault of the Pariſhioners than 
of their Miniſter, it is certainly much more 
adviſeable to change the place of his reſidence, 
and to live where he can live in peace and 
tranquility. Vet let him not act with un- 
manly timidity, where he is conſcious of fair 
and equitable propoſals. The claims of his 
own houſehold are ſubſtantial, and ſuperſede 
the i imaginary claims of avarice and e 
nels. 142 90 


ts hives are many 1 ſupplied by 
the incumbents themſelves, let us ſee whether 
even they, acting in a manner ſuited to their 
ſolemn engagement, have that ſucceſs which 
is contended for. Every one of us can un- 
happily prove the very reverſe. We can 
prove, that there are too many whom reproof 
would not reclaim ; that vice and idleneſs find 
their way into country villages, as well as 
into 
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Jars 'poptlous towns ; that the ſabbath ils 
-prophaned ; that the public worſhip” is ne- 
glected; that the duty of catechizing is ill 
attended. Sunday ſchools, and the circula- 
tion of cheap publications, will do much 


ſervice, and en vl grow up with 
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malignity and falſehood, have afferted, that 
much of the wickedneſs of the world is ow- 


ing to ſyſtems and ſtated forms. If ſome 


articles of faith be diſputed between us and 
them, let them point out, if they can, where 


min, even upon their own principles, our 


morality 1s deficient. Let them prove, if 
they can, that any part of it is omitted either 
in our prayers or our diſcourſes, or that even 
when we diſcuſs articles of belief, we are not 


ſtill mindful how han nn to CARRIER 02. 
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r Wert the Fiber 5 S RE. Miniſ. 
ters,. it is faid much evil would be prevented. 
Dr. Johnſon was of a very different opinion. 
though his Biographer (Mr. Boſwell) was 
not. Did this gentleman ever read a. hu- 


morous account of the London Lectureſhips ? 
| Were 


(47) 
Were he alive, I would refer him to that ac- 
count, and to what is paſſing every year in 

the metropolis. There, and wherever elſe, 
the pariſhioners elect are facts too certain to 
be denied, and too obſtinate to be reſiſted. I 
would aſk him as an advocate, how he would 
feel himſelf affected, were his talents and 
acquirements to be judged of by a multi- 
tude? 80 faſcinating are figures of rhetoric 
and à little oſtentatious eloquence, that a 
flimſy orator would gain the victory over the 
moſt profound literature. Let us ſuppoſe 


for a moment Lowth and Warbürtoft drawn 


up againſt Dodd and Langhorne, what would | 
be the event? Nay, inſtances might' be pro- 
duced,” wherein regularity of education, Has 
had no weight againſt irregularity, even with i 
Tome of higher ſtations, with perſons whoſe 
friends and relations have been ptoperly 
trained for the clerical function. By this T 
mean not to inſult literary and ſtudious men. 
_ Sth were not Late in any uni- 
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1 my  fechle' voice could be beard: 1 6⁰ 
JO ſincerely wiſh, that no popular recom- 
mendation may be ever attended to. Every 
vacant 9 ſhould be open to deſerving 

2 — 
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candidates, and the patron is more likely to 
chuſe right amongſt a number, than when 
his nomination is confined to one. It were 
| iInvidious to ſpecify. inſtances, otherwiſe 1 
could eaſily prove, that refuſal has been at- 
tended with beneficial conſequences, and 
compliance has been detrimental. The re- 
ſult is, whatever evils ariſe from the preſent 
ſtate of eccleſiaſtical patronage, they would 
only be increaſed by delegating the power 
of preſentation to the people. 


Ir medioerity of talents pe too often ſuc- 
ceſsful in the church, let us not forget, that 
it is too often ſucceſsful in every other de- 
partment, even in thoſe which affect either 
health or property. Herein no ſacrifice to 
friendſhip. or ceremony is intended, and yet 

ingenuity is often neglected. It is a vulgar 
error, that merit in law and medicine is in- 
variably ſucceſsful. We have one conſola- 
tion as Clergymen, that anxious as we are to 
ſee eminent talents engaged in the ſervice of 
Religion, and to find thoſe talents properly 
rewarded, the parochial duties may;be per- 
formed with faithfulneſs and efficacy by men 
of more moderate attainments. A 0778 
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WHATEVER may be the imperfections 
or the omiſſions of the parochial Clergy, for 
they are magnified by the. tongue of malice, 
they will not be remedied by men, who“ deal 
_ damnation round the land“ with uncharitable 
zeal, and who approach the bed of ſickneſs 
with the harſh language of Inquiſitors, wha 
ſo far from adminiſtering properly to a 
wounded conſcience, will often find. out 
wounds which never exiſted. The time of 
health is the proper ſeaſon when Chriſtiang 
may be properly ſolicited to ſeek the conſola- 
tions of Religion, and if ſickneſs detain them 
from public worſhip, their faithful Paſtors 
will be at hand to afliſt devotion, particularly 
in thoſe who have little education, and can 
receive no advantage from books. 


Tu Methodiſts, as far as we can learn, 
are real friends to the King and Conſtitution, 
but in Religion they have introduced a level- 
ling principle, which, if it do not entirely 
deſtroy, certainly weakens all the claims of 
abilities, learning, and diligence, and which 
imputes vanity and ſelf-ſufficiency to thoſe 
who ſtudy natural and moral philoſophy, - 

nl | with 
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with the learned languages, in order to under- 
ſtand the word of God more perfectly. The 

pPrediſpoſing influence of uſeful knowledge 
is little attended to, and not unfrequently de- 
nied; and as the converts to this perſuaſion 
are called upon unequivocally to ſurrender 
their reaſon, and to place an implicit con- 
fidence in their illuminated inſtructors, ſo the 
inſtructors themſelves, having been unable to 
arrive at eminence and diſtinction by ordi- 
nary and legitimate means, never could, nor 

ever can ſhine, except, as meteors or ignes 

fatui, in the darkened hemiſphere of fanati- 
eiſm, ignorance, and ſuperſtition. | 


Enthuſiaſm operates moſt powerfully on 
weak minds, but ſhould it from bodily diſ- 
eaſe, or from any other accident, find its way 
to a vigorous and active mind, like a raging 
fever, it will create debility and languor, and 
too often bring on mental convulſions and 


| delirium. 


To continue, and as far as poſſible to im- 
prove the bleſſings of a regular Miniſtry in 


the Church of ä it is to be wiſhed, 
that 
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has they who; are 1 for the nal 
may be ſent to reſpectable ſeminaries, that 
in thoſe ſeminaries they may be taught the 
principles of the Chriſtian Religion from 
Lewis, from Wake, from. Secker, and from 
Gilpin ; from the practical diſcourſes of our 
eminent Divines, and from a careful peruſal 
of the Old and New Teſtament, that they 
may perform the ſacred exerciſes of Weſt- 
minſter ſchool, and reduce the ſeveral Articles 
of Belief, and the Commandments, into proſe 
Latin compoſitions, in the manner of Nowell's 
Catechiſm, that either before they leave 
ſchool, or as ſoon as poſſible after their ad- 
miſſion in the univerſity, they may learn the 
rudiments of the Hebrew language, for the 
- drudgery of learning languages is beſt ſuſ- 
tained in the early part of life; that they af- 
terwards cultivate general knowledge, dwel- 
ling upon thoſe parts which are moſt ſuited 
to their reſpective capacities; that they ac- 
quire ſettled habits of diligence, by filling up 
the time of vacation as well as of term ; that 
they regard what is uſeful, more than what 
is ſplendid ; that with a ſuitable attention to 


their mode of enunciation, they feel a rivetted 
contempt 


Fry 


bent for pomp, noiſe, and geſticulation; 
and that both by their preaching and living, 
they reſolve to deck Religion in the orna- 
ments of a meek and quiet ſpirit. 


x _ 


, n * ES "== "oe" 8 J. p . N 0 * 
5 » 2 32 - B —— bh Ret ce 0 z4 
22 2 i 2 © 4 PER 565 
* 
+ — 5 7 - = . * « 2 4 
* A - + SY I > . 1 a EA 
ol lat. * — . brug * — — — — = X , 
- 0 y = 5 224 SI dara «JE .. - \ 
— \ . 


— — 
1 
* * — 
— — . [ ß g — 
— 
OY — 


=_ | FINIS. 


" IL . PE pe es 
. — 


| od 
A AP65 
ERRATA. 
For tranquility, read tranquillity. - 
P. 46, for and many, read and yet many. 
8 P. 42, u. for ſiles, read ſites. | 
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An Inauguration Sermon, preached at Oxford. 
A Plan of Education delineated, 
Bampton Lectures for the Year 1786. 
Curſory Obſervations chiefly reſpecting Dr. Prieſtley. 
Plans of Reformation proved to be V / tonary, in a 
Letter to Mr. Wyvill, 
A Sermon in Defence of the Te /þ Laws, 
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